
 

15 November 2025 

 
Dear Friend of Sierra Madre Community Nursery School, 
 
For 78 years, SMCNS has offered developmental, play-based early childhood education by embracing 
the child or situation that is in front of us. In a year where our community faced unpredictability and 
hardship from the Eaton Fire, our school’s mission of nurturing human development through play, and 
embracing the entire family through parent education and community, remains vital. Because of this 
core orientation, SMCNS continues to remain cohesive and relevant amid natural disasters, societal 
change, and new priorities. 
 
Our family is immeasurably grateful for the four years we spent at SMCNS. Through pandemics and 
floods and wildfires, SMCNS provided a lifeline for our family and many others. No matter what was 
happening in the rest of the world, school was a predictable, safe place to engage with friends, 
teachers, and nature. When hard questions worked their way into classroom conversations, teachers 
were ready to respond thoughtfully with respect and age-appropriate honesty – equipping parents with 
a vocabulary to continue these important conversations at home. We know we will continue to draw on 
what we learned at SMCNS for years to come.  
 
By participating in the SMCNS Annual Fund, alumni play a powerful role in ensuring the school’s ability 
to continue providing its own brand of rare and consequential service for children and families far into 
the future. Tuition has never fully covered operating expenses at SMCNS – a fact even more acute 
during the ups and downs of 2025.  
 
As you plan your end-of-year giving, please remember SMCNS and the nurturing it provided your 
family. Your fully tax-deductible donation to the SMCNS Annual Fund will play a crucial role in 
reimagining and updating outdoor play spaces, including the beloved crow’s nest in Group 3. It will also 
keep classrooms fully staffed by teachers, who are the stewards of our school’s philosophy and offer 
unparalleled support for children and their grown-ups. 
 
Your donation of any amount can be made via mail or online at https://www.smcns.org/annual-fund. 
 
On behalf of current and future SMCNS families, and the next generation of SMCNS alumni, we 
appreciate your consideration and support.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
​ Katherine Miller​ ​ ​ ​ Kjersti Holyfield 
​ SMCNS Alumni Chair​​ ​ ​ President, SMCNS Board of Trustees 
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